
Alan Barry 
County Councillor for the Electoral Division of St. Michael's • 

1 Dene Avenue· High Harrington, Workington• Cumbria, CA14 5PD • 
Tel: 01946 439198• E-mail: ajan.barry@cumbria.gov.uk 

Date: 14 December 2021 

Leader of the Council 
To be discussed as part of Cabinet 27 January 2022 

Dear Stewart 
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I am writing to you in my role as Chair of Allerdale Local Committee at their 
request. At our meeting on 15 November 2021, Allerdale Local Committee 
Members received a report from Executive Director - People (Deputy Chief 
Executive) which provided background on the formal consultation undertaken by 
the Council on the proposed closure of St Joseph's Catholic Primary School, 
Cockermouth. 

Members heard that the consultation had been undertaken at the request of the 
governing body of the school and with the support of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Lancaster. The Local Member spoke in support of the recommendation, given 
the facts that were presented and the request of the diocese to carry out this 
consultation reflects the realities of the declining need for school places. 

A discussion took place regarding the use of the school building if the decision 
was taken to close. This facility is on the main road at the entrance to the town and 
if not put to another use, could negatively impact on that particular approach to the 
town. Although the land and property are not in the ownership or control of the 
County Council, the Members asked that this is raised within this letter as a 
consideration when Cabinet makes its decision. 

The recommendations of the report were for Allerdale Local Committee to note the 
report and to draft a letter to be considered by Cabinet when making the final 
decision. Those recommendations have now been discharged. 

Yours sincerely 

Alan Barry 
Chair 
Allerdale Local Committee 


